The Story of Maya (8 months old)

Summary: Maya's case Istrates how very young babies react to the trauma of physical abuse,
mgiect, and medical trauma. I also cepicts how with thoughtful, consistent care, bables can
resume their normal developmertid COuse and am 1o trust others 1O take Care of tham,

Mays wirkes up crying In the mickie of the night.

W Mar Aunt v [ries 10 30000 Do, Mayn archss har back, pushes Ner hands ageinst
Jenna's shoutders, and SCreams even havoey.

When Jennd s 10 make ey contact with Maye, the Saly tums hor hodd sway

“This tle baby makes me feol comploledy rpjectnd.” Senna says. “Somedimes | foo 50
hepless, | st have 10 put her down and ket her ory.”

Background

Maya was taken into care after her 17year0ld mother Angela brought her to the ER
uNconscionss, with two broken arms and bruses.,

Mays and har mother Angela had been Iving with her mother's sbusive boyfriend, Remy. The
police had received froguant reports of Ud arguments and a baby crying in Angela and Reery’s
apartment, but Child Protective Services was never called in.

For a brief time recontly, Angela and Maya had Ived in & sheRer Tor victims of doonestic vidlence,
but Angola had retumed to Resy. Angela claimed Maya was hurt whde in the shelter,

Before being placed with Jerra, Maya spert some time hosplalzed, and in casts that made it
impassible for her 1o move her anms.,

Since coming to ive with her aunt, Maya has trouble siceping, starties easly, and cries when
Aho Dedrs el volcas, She also svolds physical conmact, and screams when takan on medical
visks.

Recogrizing Resllence

Jonng has giscovered that Mays is most comionable taking her botthe if It is propped up 50 e
can hold It herselt

After Jerea playod & particuiady s00thing plocs of clissical music every time she fed Maya, the
baby began to caim down when she heard the music,

One evening, Jerna began to hum the tune as she gave Maya her bottie, and Maya made eye
contact with her,

Fitninst @ Faent Worahog Pasta (ot Hanatodk s
Fetraary 2010



